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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 

 SOMERS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST      WORSHIPING AND SERVING SINCE 1727  

599 Main St.  PO Box 295 Somers, CT 06071       (860) 763- 4021 

September 2026 
Volume 298 / #9 

SEPTEMBER 13th!!!! 

See you SUNDAY! 
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Sep 9 Community Supper 5:30 

Sep 13 Homecoming Sunday 9:45 

Sep 13 Fall Congregational Meeting 10:45 

Sep 14 Communications & Marketing (Z00m) 7:00  

Sep 15 Council Meeting  6:00  

Sep 17 Bible Study 10:00 

Sep 24 Bible Study 10:00 

Sep 27 Loaves and Fishes  
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There Our Hearts Will Be  

Our Stewardship theme for the coming year There Our Hearts Will Be 
is rooted in Mathew 6:21 “Where your treasure is, there is where your 
heart will be also”. 
 
Deuteronomy 6 is set after the escape from enslavement, a generation 
in exile, and the discovery of the Promised Land Israel. Having been 
given directives about what behavior would and would not be ac-
ceptable; Moses addresses the community and speaks the words every 

faithful covenant partner would enshrine upon their doorstep forevermore. 
 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 
  
These lines lay bare the essence of what God is asking of those who worship God. What stands out is the 
centrality of love in the fulfillment of covenant.  
 
We, too, are invited to offer our contributions of time, talent, and treasure not through the lens of obli-
gation but love.  
 
As you consider your pledge of support for the church you love, start with a reminder to yourself about 
what the mission of the church is. Prayerfully reflect on why that mission matters to you. Think about 
the ways it has made a difference in your life or about how it matters to the community you live in. In-
vite yourself to consider how in the past year this church has blessed you, comforted you, or trans-
formed you. 
 
When you make your pledge, pause for just a second to offer a prayer of thanks to God for the ways our 
church fulfills its mission in the world. 
 
Let us place our hearts in God’s hands, trusting that where our hearts go, our lives, choices, and re-
sources will follow.   
 
Your time, talents, skills, expertise, knowledge, presence, influence, volunteerism and financial 
pledge all make expanding our Christian Community possible for our church.  
 
As always, if you have any questions about giving or about how your offerings become ministry, please 
feel free to contact the Stewardship Committee. 

 

Blessings,  

 
 Your Stewardship Team 

Jeff Roig (Chair) & Tyler Cass 
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Celebrating Our 300th Anniversary 

1727 - 2027 

Three Centuries of Faith, Fellowship  

and Service 

 

Can you believe that our church has been meeting almost every Sun-

day, and many days in between, for 300 continuous years. What a wonderful accomplishment! 

Pastor Don and the 300th Anniversary Committee have been meeting to put together a year of cele-
bration that will be a tribute to generations past and an inspiration for the future. 
Please come and join us on September 13, 2026, Homecoming Sunday, as we kick off a year of cele-
bration. 
 
Our Anniversary Theme:  Glorifying God and Serving the Community for 300 Years. 

Our Anniversary Bible Verse:  Romans 8: 28:  All things work together for good to those who 

love God. 

Our Anniversary Hymn:  The Church’s One Foundation. 

Our Covenant:  We have a copy of the covenant signed in 1727 as the founding of our church.  We 

also have a revised version written in 1977 at our 250th anniversary, and we have again updated this 

for our 300th anniversary. 

Anniversary Banner:  Megan Jewell has designed a beautiful and meaningful set of banners that 

will be displayed at the front of the church for the entire year inviting the community to join us. 

Anniversary Church History Book:  Our church historian, Ailene Henry, has compiled a church 
history book which will be on sale starting on Homecoming Sunday.  ($20.00) 
All of the proceeds of the sale of the book will go to the church and a mission project to be decided. 
 
We would also like to do an updated church directory. 
 

There is a special event planned for every month from September 2026 to September 2027. 

September 2026:  Homecoming Sunday and Anniversary Kickoff 

October 2026:  Potluck Fundraiser 

November 2026:  Host Community Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

December 2026:  Advent and Christmas and Shoreline Ringers Concert 

January 2027:  Annual Meeting 

February 2027:  A musical concert with Jason Castonguay, 300 Years of Music 

March 2027:  Lent and Easter 

April 2027:  Actual 300th Anniversary – Invite town officials, officials from the Southern New Eng-

land UCC conference, recognize 50 year members – have a big party. 

May 2027:  Host the Annual Tolland Association Meeting – potluck 
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Summer 2027:  Have a church service/celebration at the North Cemetery where our first and sec-

ond meeting houses were located. 

September 2027:  A float in the Four Town Fair Parade 

If you have ideas or suggestions we would love to hear them. 

Your 300th Anniversary Committee: 
 
Geoff Hall (Chair), Deb Barry, Pastor Don Francois, Ailene Henry, Jeff Roig, Donna Snowden, Sue 
Zdebski 
 
  

Kitchen/Pantry Update 

Once again the pantry will be reorganized to satisfy Fire Marshall regulations, so please be patient if 

you can’t find things easily for a while. 

If using the kitchen and have items on the rack drying, please put them away.  It is not fair for the 

next individuals using kitchen to have to put items away.  Our rentals should not have to move our 

items so they can use our kitchen. 

 

Thinks placed in the freezer must be sealed completely when items are moved they become unsealed 

or they are already unsealed, they get disposed of.  

   

  THANK YOU! 
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HOURS:   Mondays 10 am—Noon and 6 pm 

CONSIDER YOUR GIVING AS A PER-
CENTAGE OF YOUR MONTHLY IN-

COME 
 

On average, Americans give 2% of their income to charity. 

Giving even 1% more of our annual income would be 

transformative for our congregation and other organiza-

tions doing good in God’s world. Thank you for prayerfully 

considering your commitment! 
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Our Church Administrative Assistant edits and publishes the 

Church Newsletter, Highlights. 

Please be aware of deadlines and send your articles to                                            

Highlights@thesomerschurch.org 

Somers Congregational  Church 
P.O. Box 295  ∙ Somers, CT 06071 


