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JaNUARY

Jan1 New Year’s Day—OFFICE CLOSED
Jan 4 Finance Meeting 10:45 am
Jan 6 Caring Committee Meeting (Room 3:30 pm
206)
January 2026 Jan 6 Missions Committee Meeting—Offsite 7:00 pm
S MTWTF S
1 2 3 Jan 7 Fellowship Committee Meeting 7:00 pm
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (Zoom) -
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 Jang Blood Drive 11am—5pm
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Jan 11 Facilities Committee Meeting 8:30 am
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Jan 11 Deacon’s Meeting 11:30 am
Jan 12 Communications & Marketing 7:00 pm
Jan 19 Martin Luther King Day—OFFICE
CLOSED
Jan 20 Council Meeting 6:00 pm
Jan 25 Annual Meeting 10:45 am
Jan 25 Loaves and Fishes
Read John chapter 3 { @
Q
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A ][anuary 2lst

"Think of it as reading God's diary.”
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American
/ Red Cross

Blood Drive

Somers Congregational Church, Room 206
January 9th

Noon — 5:00 pm

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR

Thank you to all who helped make this year’s Christmas Bazaar a success.

Special thanks to our bakers for your delicious baked goods, our set-up crew, lunch crew,
greeters, and support help. Also thank you to Women’s Fellowship for their hard work on the
Vintage sale. We had over 30 vendors participate selling their products. We had 72 people
join us for lunch and leftovers were sold to many more. Net proceeds from the vendors, bake
sale and lunch was $3,519.62. We were able to assist Deacons supporting a family going
through tough times with our mission part of the profits. Thank you again for all of you who
helped and shopped!

We look forward to seeing everyone December 5, 2026!

Sharon Renzoni, Abbie Urbon, Dorian Jones, and Kathy Fuller
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IT IS TIME TO START THINKING CHOCOLATE

OUR ANNUAL
ANYTHING CHOCOLATE SALE AND MORE
Is FEBRUARY 14, 2026

9 AM TO 1 PM

We will be looking for you to start baking
again

More details to come

We Need
Fouow,-n;',?e

Dlshwashing Liquid
SOap
.L aAundry po g
I?I.ShwaSher PO d s
Dlsmfecting Wipes
Shampeg

Champ's Place Needs

HOURS: Mondays 10 am—Noon and 6 pm -7
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Caring Committee Thank You /,

Y

Arlene Melesky sent a lovely thank you note to the Caring Com- &l ( (] \
mittee thanking the Church Family for all our prayers, visits, \\ . \ \ W
cards and phone calls before and after her cancer surgery. To ) = ‘DLI’,( \ u'\é
read her entire note please see it on the Bulletin Board outside u. el
the Foundation Room. Arlene's surgery was successful and she ‘ﬂ)\ [ : )K ,
is recovering well. v

Thank You from Women's Fellowship

The Women's Fellowship would like to thank any members and
friends who donated items, volunteered their time or attended their
Vintage Christmas Bazaar on Dec. 6. Over fifteen hundred dollars was
raised for the projects they sponsor throughout the year. Women's
Fellowship makes a pledge to the church, supports Church World Ser-
vices, donates to the Back to School Back Pack mission, and provides
snacks for Vacation Bible School. Thank you for purchasing items at
our Vintage Sale. Please continue to donate your nearly new Christ-
mas decorations to this annual sale. You may leave items you are no
longer displaying in your home in the Church office after the holidays
with a label for Women's Fellowship.

Caring Committee Thank You

The Caring Committee would like to thank the members and friends who donated a poinsettia
for our home bound members. We know these folks appreciate being remembered by our
church family. The Caring Committee is happy to deliver the flowers and Christmas wishes

from our church.
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Q More Reminiscences about Our Church in the Early 1900’s

E H E There is a saying “The past is a foreign country”. As we hear more of Verna Con-
i verse’s early memories of our church, remember that things we might consider po-
Our Chureh History litically incorrect today were viewed with different eyes then.

Verna writes “As a child I remember going to church one Sunday near elec-
tion time. I knew there were Democrats and Republicans. Also there were Catholics and Protestants.
I thought all Democrats were Catholic and all Protestants were Republican. Mrs. Bert Cooley was a
large person. When she walked down the aisle with her husband I whispered to my mother “What’s
she doing here? She’s a Democrat.” My mother hushed me up fast. You see I had heard she was run-
ning for office on the Democratic ticket.

On Sunday evenings the Christian Endeavor Society (youth group) met in the chapel. This meeting
was conducted with the same format as the church service only our members had to conduct the ser-
vice from beginning to end. I usually played the piano for these services. We sometimes had special
music or some of the members would sing a duet. It usually meant I had to sing the alto part. My fa-
vorite hymn was “In the Garden.”

The Ladies Aid Society was another organization of the church. Their specialty was church suppers.
They held, maybe three or four a year. Each lady had a special meal they were noted for. Mother’s
was pot roast, turnips, mashed potatoes etc. The ladies of the church were solicited for either pie,
cake or salad. Judge Fuller’s maid was always asked for a Waldorf salad. It was a gorgeous big one.
That always went to the main table where the aristocrats were seated. They were usually the first
ones to come down the stairs. I neglected to say these suppers were held in the basement of Pied-
mont Hall. The building was moved and is now the library. Before that it was the Methodist Episco-
pal Church. (We now it know as Piedmont Hall again).

These suppers were very popular. The “City-Folks” came down from Springfield and other towns and
cities to partake of the delicious meals served by these hard-working ladies. The price was one dollar

and you could eat all you wanted. There were usually about 200 persons served each time. The young
people of the church waited on table. The dirty dishes were stacked—and I mean Stacked.

The ladies came back the next morning to do the dishes. They heated the water on the wood-burning
stove in what we called the copper boiler. It was a big oval tub thing that held plenty of water but
they usually ran out before all the dishes were done. The dishes were washed, dried and put away in
the cupboard. This took the whole morning with four or five women doing the work. Everyone was
dead tired after that ordeal but they made money for the church. I forgot to say the hostesses and
waitresses had a free supper — IF anything was left. Sometimes it was meager picking.

Each year a group of men got together and put on a “Minstrel”. A thing like that is taboo today. The
interlocutor asked the end men questions. It was usually a question about a member of the church —
perhaps some embarrassing moment or funny thing that had happened during the year. It was a two
night show. Piedmont Hall was packed each night. There was no malice done — just fun. The men
blacked their faces and for two nights were in a different world. It seems now as if everyone has lost
their sense of humor. Then there were plenty of jokes sprung about the Irish, French, Italians and
just plain dirt farmers.”

Again, thanks to Claudia and Richard Steele for sharing their family’s memorabilia with us.
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Dreaming God's Dream

NO GIFT TOO SMALL, NO DREAM TOO BIG.

»

Stewardship September Highlights 2025

Dreaming God’s Dream

As we continue Dreaming God’s Dream - No Gift too Small, No Dream too Big, let us reflect on
Deciding on a Financial Commitment. While there are many ways to support the congregation,
our annual campaign provides a chance to think in a particular and prayerful way about the choic-
es we make with our money in support of the church.

Your financial gifts make possible all the programs, projects, ministry and worship experiences
that define our community life. Deciding how much of our income to donate to charitable organi-
zations can be difficult. Our faith tradition lifts up the model of a tithe, a gift of 10%. Many think
of a tithe as giving 5% of their income to the work of our congregation and 5% to the work of other
charities.

We see tithing as the goal in our practice of abundant generosity. We are grateful for the leader-
ship and example of giving for those in our community who already provide 5% or more of their
annual income to our congregation. Many more of us are on the journey towards abundant gener-
osity. As you think about your resources could you prayerfully take a step towards greater sharing
and consider giving half-a-percent or one percent more of your income in the coming year?

What might God do with what you have to offer?

Your time, talents and financial pledge make all of our dreams possible for our church. The Stew-
ardship Committee is asking you to prayerfully consider pledging if you have not already done so.
Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7.

As always, if you have any questions about giving or about how your offerings become ministry,
please feel free to contact the Stewardship Committee.

Blessings

You're Stewardship Team

Jeff Roig (Chair) & Tyler Cass
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Deciting on a Financial Commitment

hile there are many ways to support the congregation, our annual campaign
provides a chance to think in a particular and prayerful way about the choices
we make with our money in support of the church.

Yourfinancial gifts make possible all the programs, projects, ministry and worship expe-
riences that define our community life.

Deciding how much of ourincome to donate to charitable organizations can be difficult.
Our faith tradition lifts up the model of a tithe, a gift of 10% of one’s income to charity.
There are a variety of ways to think about a tithe. Some view a tithe as 10% of one’s
income given to the church. Gifts given over and above that 10% are offerings to other
meaningful organizations. Others think of a tithe as giving 5% of income to the work of
our congregation and 5% to the work of other charities.
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We see tithing as the goal in our practice of abundant generosity.

Some in our community already tithe, providing 5% or more of their annual income
to our congregation. We are grateful for the leadership and example giving at this

level sets.

Many more of us are on the journey towards abundant generosity.

As you think about your resources, could you take a step towards greater sharing?
That might look like giving half-a-percent or one percent more of your income in the

coming year.
CONSIDER YOUR PLEDGE AS A PERCENT
OF YOUR MONTHLY INCOME.
annual Monthly oo 3y 4% s% 10%
20000 1667 33 50 & 83 167
25000 2088 42 63 83 104 208
30000 2500 50 75 100 125 250
/000 2917 58 &8 17 146 292
20000 3333 67 100 133 167 333
45000 3750 75 113 150 188 375
50000 4167 83 125 167 208 417
60000 5000 100 150 200 250 500
75000 6250 125 188 250 313 625
100000 8333 167 250 333 417 833
125000 10417 208 313 417 521 1042
150000 12500 250 375 500 625 1250
200000 16667 33 500 667 833 1667

On average, Americans give 2% of their income to charity.

Giving even 1% more of annual income to charity would be transformative for our
congregation and other organizations doing good in our community.

i I
Q}@ Dreaming God's Dream
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Somers Congregational United Church of Christ
Open and Affirming Covenant

Congregational United Church of Christ, are an
Open and Affirming Congregation. We celebrate
ltures, sexual

and expressions,
sical, cognitive or
As.are invited to fully

Somers Congregational Church
P.O. Box 295 - Somers, CT 06071

Our Church Administrative Assistant edits and publishes the
Church Newsletter, Highlights.

Please be aware of deadlines and send your articles to
Highlights@thesomerschurch.org

Copyright ©1996-2018 by Communication Resources. All rights reserved. The Newsletter Newsletter® (ISSN 0885-6966) is published monthly by CommunicationResources, Inc.,
PO Box 36269, Canton, Ohio 44735, Phone: 1 800 992-2144, E-mail: service@NewsletterNewsletter.com, Web site: www.NewsletterNewsletter.com, Senior Editor: Stephanie
Martin. Materials may be republished only in subscribers' own parish publications. No portion may be reproduced in any form for resale or redistribution.
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