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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 

Letter from Pastor Scott 
 

Since the fourth century, Christians have prepared for Easter Sunday with a season of 
spiritual examination and repentance. This season typically includes the willingness to take on 
some spiritual discipline, whether that be fasting or increased time for prayer or Scripture or 
acts of mercy. We have come to know this season as Lent, and it began in February with Ash 
Wednesday.  

 
So, as we are about to mark the halfway point of Lent this Sunday (March 3rd), it’s fit-

ting then that we reconnect and see how our Lenten journeys are progressing. 
 

Several weeks ago I came across a blog post called Lent: Deconstructing into Wholeness. 
This understanding of Lent as a time to deconstruct ourselves so that we might be 
made whole in God really resonated for me. Lent calls us into a time when we let 
go of our pretenses and posturing, to remove our facades and to get real with our 
Creator.  

 
The author shared some observations about Lent some of which I will share with you 

here: 
 
 Lent: It’s time to get real with God, to Fast, Pray, Weep, Mourn…to let go and let God 

be God in our lives. 
 

 Lent is the season we die to our hopes, our dreams, and our agendas, to empty our-
selves out that we might be filled with new life, see with new eyes, live with a whole 
heart, filled with God’s strength to live an abundant life. 
 

 Lent is the season where we might be laid bare to God’s grace, mercy, and light. We 
are naked before God. 
 

 Lent is the season for spiritual, emotional, mental, and physical detox. 
 
 Lent is dying before we die, so that we might live. 
 
So as we enter the second half of the season, why not take up a new spiritual 
practice or give something up for Lent? I don’t think the purpose is to see if 
we can live without chocolate for a bit.  
 
Instead it is an opportunity to make room for something new. To make 
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March Worship Schedule 

March 3rd Third Sunday in Lent 
Communion & Deacon’s Fund Sunday 
Matthew 22:1-14 The Parable of the Wedding Banquet 

March 10th Fourth Sunday in Lent 
One Great Hour of Sharing UCC Offering 
Matthew 25:1-13 The Parable of the Bridegroom 

March 17th Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Matthew 25:31-24 The Parable of the Last Judgement 

 Holy Week Worship Services 

March 24th Palm Sunday 
Join us as we commemorate Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem with palms, 
parading, and singing. Our scripture text is Matthew 21:1-17.  

March 28th Maundy Thursday Soup Meal at 6:30, Service at 7:00 
Join us for a time of food and fellowship as we remember the Last Supper and 
The First Communion with Jesus and his disciples in the Upper Room. Our text 
is Matthew 26:17-30. 

March 29th Good Friday at Noon - This is a joint worship service with Congregational 
Church of Somersville. 
Our friends at Congregational Church of Somersville have graciously invited us 
to worship with them as we remember Jesus' journey to the cross  

March 31st Easter Sunrise Service at Soapstone Mountain starting at 6:30am 
Easter Sunday Service with Communion at 9:30 am 
On the mountain or in the Sanctuary (or both) come join us to celebrate the mir-
acle of Resurrection. He is Risen! He is Risen Indeed  

room for a deeper connection to God. To quiet the noise so that we might perceive the invitations 
God extends to us - invitations to a life that is bigger than our own existence.  

 
If we truly take on this call of Lent, it can be a vulnerable time. It is in that vulnerability, that 

we can turn to God and rest in the trust that God will hold us and walk with us when our defenses 
are down.  

 
May this season of Lent continue to be a blessing to each of you. 

 
With Peace, 
 
 
 
Pastor Scott 
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March Calendar of Church Events  

March 3 Music & Arts Meeting 10:45 am 

March 3 Finance Committee Meeting  10:45 am 

March 4 Caring Committee Meeting 5:00 pm 

March 4 Christian Education (Zoom) 7:00 pm 

March 5 Missions Committee Mtg. 

(Offsite) 

7:00 pm 

March 6 Fellowship Committee (Zoom) 7:00 pm 

March 7 Choir Practice 7:00 pm 

March 10 Daylight Savings Time Begins  

March  10 Facilities 8:30 am 

March 10 Deacon’s Meeting 11:30 am 

March 10 Fellowship Movie:  The Public 5:00 pm 

March 11 Communications & Marketing  7:00 pm 

March 14 Choir Practice (Music Rm) 7:00 pm 

Ma4ch 19 Church Council 6:00 pm 

March 21 Choir Practice (Music Rm) 7:00 pm 

March 24 Palm Sunday  

March 24 Cardmaking  10:30 am 

March 28 Maundy Thursday Soup Meal and  
Service  

6:30 Meal 

7:00 Service 

March 28 Choir Practice (Music Rm) 7:00 pm 

March 29 Good Friday Noon at Somersville 

March 30 Easter Sunday Sunrise 6:30 

Communion 9:30 

   

 

Bible Study – 10am Wednesdays 
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Sanctuary Flowers 

 

If you would like to sign up to provide 

flowers for the Sanctuary, the sign-up 

sheet is on the office door.  You can also 

call the office.   No need to wait for that 

special day, the entire calendar is availa-

ble so sign up now!!! 

ANYTHING CHOCOLATE 

SALE  

Thank you to everyone who 

helped with set up, baked good-

ies, and purchased special choc-

olate items for your valentine.  

Our total this year was $967.00 of which 10% 

has been donated to the Somers Angel Fund.  

Hope to see everyone next year.   

Remember that friends are the real 

chocolate chips of life.  
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Our adult movie night 
“A Flick, Food, and 
Finding Faith” is return-
ing to the Foundation 
Room on Sunday, 
March 10, from 5-8 pm. 
We will be viewing the 
2018 film The Public. 

In The Public an unusu-
ally bitter Arctic blast 
has made its way to 
downtown Cincinnati 

and the front doors of the public library where 
the action takes place. At odds with library offi-
cials over 

how to handle the extreme weather event, some homeless patrons turn the building into a shelter 
for the night by staging an ‘Occupy’ sit in. What begins as an act of civil disobedience becomes a 
stand-off with police and a rush-to-judgment media constantly speculating about what’s really hap-
pening. This David versus Goliath story tackles some of our nation’s most challenging issues: home-
lessness and mental illness, and sets the drama inside one of the last bastions of democracy in-
action: your public library.” The movie stars Emilio Estevez, Alec Baldwin, Christian Slater, Taylor 
Schilling, and Michael K. Williams. (2 hours) 

Pizza, soda and/or water, and dessert will be provided. Reservations will be needed since we must 
order the pizza for 5:00 to eat while viewing. A $5 donation is suggested, if possible.  No doubt, live-
ly discussion will ensue after our viewing, especially in light of today’s “combativeness” toward li-
braries, even in our local area. 

Movie Night 

A Flick, Food, and  

Finding Faith 

 

“The Public” 

March 10 (5 pm) 
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Card Making with Dorian 

 
Back by popular demand: The Fellowship Com-
mittee announces that on Sunday, April 7, from 
3-5 pm at SCC, our own Dorian Jones will lead 
us in making cards that will delight their recipi-
ents. (The picture is a sample of past cards.)  We 
will collect $6 to cover the cost of the materials. 
Space is limited to 24 participants so make your 
reservations early. Email or talk to the following 
Fellowship Committee members: Sue Moak 
(sdmoak22@gmail.com), Carla Smith 
(carlachristine1261@gmail.com), or Jan Martin 
(jan.martin13@gmail.com.) 

 

 

Bring your creative talents to Coffee 
Hour after church on Palm Sunday, 
March 24th. The Fellowship Committee 
along with the Caring Committee is 
holding an Easter/Spring card making 
session. The cards will be distributed 
along with the Easter lilies to the people 
on our Care List. All materials will be 
provided. Past recipients have really 
appreciated our efforts. So make a card 
and make someone’s day brighter.  

Easter Cards for Caring 

mailto:sdmoak22@gmail.com
mailto:carlachristine1261@gmail.com
mailto:jan.martin13@gmail.com
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MISSIONS’ CORNER 

Welcome to a new year of giving; a new year of making a difference.  Below is our Mission news for 

March. 

Our allocated donations for January and February were LiveWell and the Enfield Safe Harbor 

Warming Center. 

LiveWell: For over 30 years LiveWell has innovated with people experiencing cog-

nitive change.  LiveWell offers services, support, and resources to people living 

with dementia, care partners and anyone interested in taking an active role in 

cognitive health and wellbeing.  LiveWell works to advance the wellbeing and in-

clusion of all people living with dementia to foster purpose, connection, growth 

and belonging, through care, resources, thought leadership and advocacy.   

The Missions Committee donated to LiveWell in December of last year.  As a committee, we decided 

to include them in our 2024 budget.   

 

Enfield Safe Harbor Warming Center:   The Safe Harbor Warming Center serves 

the Enfield homeless community.  They offer warmth, basic essentials and con-

nections to community resources while treating everyone with dignity and re-

spect.  Please note that The Enfield Safe Harbor Warming Center has a Winter Needs List 

which can be found on their website at www.enfieldsafeharbor.org.   

 

Thank You Notes 

Our donations do make a difference!  Below are excerpts of thank you notes we recently received: 

 

Chrysalis Center  

 
“On behalf of those we serve, thank you and all our friends at Somers Congregational 

Church for your donation.  Your support benefits our programs and services, allowing us to 

provide quality care for those who are striving to regain stability in their lives.”  

~~Sharon L. Castelli, Chief Executive Officer 

 
 
Town of Somers Veterans Affairs 

 
“Thanks so much for all you do and everything you have done.”  “Your generous contribu-

tion and hosting of the veteran’s holiday breakfast clearly show how much you all truly 

care about the Somers veterans and the work that we do to support them.  Words cannot 

express how much your donation means to us.”  

~~David P. McCaffrey, Director and Sherri A. Marquis, Deputy Director 

 
(note: the veteran’s breakfast was thanks to the dedication and hard work of Anne Kirkpat-

rick and JoAnn Hornyak) 

 

http://www.enfieldsafeharbor.org
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LiveWell 

 

“Thank you very much for your gift in support of Empowering Partnerships.  We are so for-

tunate that friends and families like you support the work at LiveWell, enabling us to con-

tinuously innovate and expand our efforts to help people who are struggling with Alzhei-

mer’s disease and related dementia.” 

~~Michael J. Smith, President and CEO 

 
Enfield Safe Harbor Warming Center 

“Your contribution directly impacts the lives of individuals and families in need, offering 

them hope, comfort and the chance for a brighter future.  Thanks to your kindness, we can 

continue our efforts to address the challenges faced by the homeless in our community. 

~~Rosalind Swift, Assistant Treasurer 

 
 
ABRI/Homes for the Brave 

“On behalf of the residents and staff of ABRI/Homes for the Brave, I wish to thank you and 

acknowledge your generous donation.  All donations support individuals experiencing 

homelessness, almost half of whom are Veterans, as they enter one of our four residential 

programs.  Our program provides motivated homeless individuals with the support and 

skills training needed to become gainfully employed, contributing members of their commu-

nities. 

~~Vincent Santilli, Chief Executive Officer 

 

Fundraiser News:  As you know, the Missions Committee receives 10% of fundraiser 

proceeds, and as such, we received $96.70 from the Everything Chocolate fundraiser 

held on February 10th.  We rounded that up and donated $100 to the Angel Fund to 

support victims of the tragic January house fire here in town. 

 

Thought to Ponder-   ACT AS IF WHAT YOU DO MAKES A DIFFERENCE.  IT DOES. 

~~ William James 

 

The Missions Committee has a budget of $5,648 for 2024.  Two new organizations, LiveWell and the 

Town of Somers Veterans Affairs have been added to our allocations.  As always, please reach out if 

you have an organization that you would like us to consider donating to.  If you have any questions 

about anything we do on Missions, please feel free to ask.  From all of us on your Missions Commit-

tee, be well, and above all else, be kind.  We look forward to continuing the good work that we do 

on behalf of our congregation and our community.    

Abbie, Bev, Ellen, Jill, Laura, Lisa  

 Your Missions Committee 
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Our Church Administrative Assistant edits and publishes the 

Church Newsletter, Highlights. 

Please be aware of deadlines and send your articles to                                            

Highlights@thesomerschurch.org 

Somers Congregational  Church 
P.O. Box 295  ∙ Somers, CT 06071 


