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Letter from Pastor Scott 
 
I love to tell the story; For those who know it best, Seem hungering and thirsting, To hear it like 
the rest. And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song, ôTwill be the old, old story, That I 

have loved so long. 
Kate Hankey (1834-1911) 

 
 Peace and greetings to you from 599 Main Street! It might feel like it outside, but summer is 
quickly ending and fall is just around the corner. Our children and grandchildren are getting ready 
for another year at school, my calendar is about ready to flip over to September, and the stores have 
recently exchanged swimsuits and sunscreen for candy and Halloween costumes.  
 
 Fall at Somers Congregational UCC also means the start of a new Church Year. September 
10th is Homecoming Sunday which can only mean: 
  

*The Return of the Church Choir! 
  

*Children ages Kindergarten-5th grade are invited back to Sunday School dur-
ing the service! 
  

*And new for this year-a Community Breakfast in the Parking Lot! The same elite 
culinary team that has brought you the Easter Sunrise Service is cooking up another amazing meal 
starting at 8:00. Please RSVP to the Church Office by September 5th-and please invite 
your friends, neighbors, family members, or anyone else curious about our church. 
Thank you! 
 

After you finish breakfast, you are invited to worship starting at 9:30 in the Sanctuary. To 
mark the start of a new Church Year, our sermons will center on the theme of Guided by Godôs 
Promises. God makes promises to God's people and to all creation and is faithful to those promises. 
God keeps promises even though we often struggle to respond faithfully. It is those promises that 
are meant to guide our lives and our choices. Faith in the promises of God gives us the courage to 
work and speak for justice, to live in hope no matter the circumstances, and to share the Good 

News of Jesus with all people.  
 
 How God keeps promises-and our response to 
them-is one of the core themes of scripture. It is 
part of our story as believers. And it is a story worth 
learning about and sharing with others- as the hymn quoted 
above says, itôs a story that needs telling to all who we meet. 
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The Somers Congregational UCC YouTube channel is:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKyuviPR4Q9DpQ_YhS3h_nA  

September  Worship Schedule 

September 3rd Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Climate and Creation Care Part III 
Communion & Deaconôs Fund Sunday 
 

September 10th Homecoming Sunday 
Return of Church Choir and Sunday School 
Start of Guided by God's Promises: God's Promises Bring Hope Series  
 
Genesis 6:5-22, 8:6-12, 9:8-17 
Matthew 8:24-27 
 

September 17th Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Blessing of the Flannel Shirts for Veterans 
Start of Stewardship Season 
 
Genesis 12:1-9 
Matthew 28:19-20 
 

September 24th Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Stewardship Season Continues 
 
Genesis 39:1-23 
Matthew 5:11-12 

 Inside this newsletter are many ways that you can tell the story-through song, through 
teaching our youth, through mission, through stewardship, through too many ways to count. Take 
a look! 
 
 I look forward to seeing you Sunday.  
 
 God bless. 
 
 Pastor Scott 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKyuviPR4Q9DpQ_YhS3h_nA
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Septmber Calendar of Church Events  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

   

Sept 3 Music & Arts Meeting 10:45 am 

Sept 4 LABOR DAY/OFFICE 

CLOSED 

 

Sept 4 Christian Education Meeting 

(Z00m) 

7:00 pm 

Sept 5 Missions Committee Mtg. 

(Offsite) 

7:00 pm 

Sept 6 Fellowship (Zoom) 7:00 pm 

Sept 7 Choir Practice (Music Room) 7:00 pm 

Sept 9 Yard Goats Game 6:00 pm 

Sept 10 HOMECOMING SUNDAY  

Sept 10 Facilities Meeting (Rm 201) 8:30 am 

Sept 10 Deacons Meeting (Rm 206) 1o:30 am 

Sept 3 Finance Committee (Zoom) 7:00 pm 

Sept 11 Caring Committee (Rm. 206) 5:00 pm 

Sept 11 Communications & Marketing 

(Rm. 201) 

7:00 pm 

Sept 13 Community Supper 5:30 pm 

Sept 14 Choir Practice (Music Rm) 7:00 pm 

Sept 19 Church Council Meeting 6:00 pm 

Sept 21 Choir Practice (Music Room ) 7:00 pm 

Sept 27 Choir Practice (Music Rm) 7:00 pm 

 

Bible Study ï 10am Wednesdays 

Book Club ï 7pm Wednesday 
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Throughout the summer 

the need for food has 

not gone on vacation.  

We serve about 65 fami-

lies weekly.   Remember 

Champôs Place when 

you are at the grocery 

store.   With the kids go-

ing back to school there 

is a need for single juice 

boxes and snacks. 

 

 

Sanctuary Flowers 

 

Flowers are needed to adorn 

our Sanctuary.  No need to 

sign up.  Pick some from 

your gardens to share with 

us.   

Inspired by our pastor's sermon series, our or-
ganist will start an "organ series," beginning  
September 17th. A major work of J.S.Bach will 
be divided into six well marked sections and 
played as preludes to our worship services. Infor-
mation on this first work, which is a musical por-
trait of the Trinity, will be forthcoming in our 
bulletins.  
A week after the conclusion of the final prelude 
in the series, anyone interested in listening to the 
work in its entirety, is  invited to come early on 
Sunday 10/29, 9AM. 

From the Music Director 
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TRUNK or TREAT 
 

The Fellowship Committee will be hosting its annual Halloween Trunk or Treat on Satur-
day, October 28th from 4-5pm in the church parking lot. (Rain date: Sunday, October 
29th. 4-5 pm)   
 

Donôt miss out on the fun! 
 
We are requesting volunteers to host their decorated car trunks for this event.  Here is an 
overview of what would be involved: 
 
Arrive at 3:15pm for setup 
Decorate your trunk to be "scare-minimum," for kids of all ages.  Feel free to find a 
theme, such as in the pictures below and get creative! Dress up and have fun with 
it! 

Bring some individually wrapped candy, treats or Halloween trinkets (pencils, stick-
ers) for childrené and possibly adults  

 
If you are interested in participating with your vehicle or have further questions, contact a 
Fellowship Committee Member:  
 
Jan Martin, jan.martin13@gmail.com  
Carla Smith, carlachristine1261@gmail.com 
Sue Moak, sdmoak22@gmail.com 

COMMUNITY SUPPER 

 

The Council invites you to a Community Supper on 

Wednesday, September 13th at 5:30pm in the Founda-

tion Room.  Please join us for this wonderful fellowship 

opportunity. If you have any questions, please contact 

our church office by calling: 860-763-4021 or email-

ing: office@thesomerschurch.org.  
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Forty-eight adventurous participants in four crews with two cosmic crew leaders launched  
their way thru the four stellar stations manned by all-star kids with adult volunteers. Ga-
lactic  Snacks were out of this world, provided by Womenôs Fellowship. Astronaut Mickey 
Way  entertained us each morning on his moon adventure with the help of Ms. Tara and 

Ms. Deb.  By the end of the week everyone went home singing faith filled songs.   

Our mission, The Heifer Project helps families help families.  

Our VBS kids exceeded their crew goals to purchase baskets of animals, education and  

training for families around the world in need. Total of donations is $615. Promise 

Basket - Orange Crew *Ducks *Chickens *Rabbits  Hope .ŀǎƪŜǘ - wŜŘ 

/ǊŜǿ *Rabbits *Flock of Chicks plus *Honeybee Hive  Earth Basket - 

Green /ǊŜǿ *Hive of Honeybees *Tree Seedlings plus *Ducks Dream 

Basket - Blue /ǊŜǿ *Sheep *Heifer *Goat *Rabbits *Chicks *Ducks We had 

enough in extra donations to purchase the Garden Basket,  Garden Seeds and 

a Food Basket.  

A big thank you to everyone who helped out with the 2023 VBS! 

When using the kitchen, please follow these guidelines 

 

DO NOT put washed items away wet.  Washed items should be left 

on the drying rack until completely dried.    

 

Items have been left in the fridge without any dates of labeling.   

These items have been discarded and will continue to be discarded.  Fridge Is 

cleaned on Mondays. 

 

Please try to keep the kitchen and fridge up-to-date since an inspection by the Town 

can happen at any time.  Following these guidelines will help to avoid losing our 

kitchen rating.  
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Dear SSCC Community, 

The Stewardship Committee pledge drive theme for 2023 is ñBecause of you our 

church changes lives.ò  This is so true, because all of you change lives by your 

dedication, prayers, hard work, and your financial commitment.  Without your 

pledge Somers Congregational Church would not exist and we could not carry 

out the valuable missions to the local community and beyond. 

Please take a few moments to review the article below to help you discern what 

your financial commitment will be for 2024.  We also ask that you review the 

letter that will be mailed in mid-September which will have a pledge card in it.  

You can mail that card into the church office, or you can bring it to church on 

October 1, 2023 when we celebrate our Stewardship drive with an Agape meal.   

We celebrate the way you will respond to Godôs invitation to give! Blessings, 

 

Kim Kelley & Jim Jewell 
Stewardship Committee 
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As we move towards the end of summer and the beginning of fall, we 

hope you have been able to relax, perhaps vacation, and enjoy time with 

family and friends.  Below is our Monthly Mission news for July &  

August:  

 

 

** Allocated donation for June was to Connecticut Childrenôs  

Medical Center and not to Heifer International as was stated. 

 

Allocated donation for July: 

 

Heifer International:  A global nonprofit working to eradicate poverty and hunger through sus-

tainable, values-based holistic community development through the distribution of animals, along 

with agricultural and values-based training to families in need around the world as a means to pro-

vide self-sufficiency, as well as support and investing alongside local farmers and their communities.  

 

Allocated donation for August:  None 

Unallocated donations for July & August include: 
CT Chapter of Cystic Fibrosis Foundation and Loaves & Fishes 
 

Thank you note: 

 

From Shriners Hospitals: ñThank you so much for your generous gift given in memory of Muriel 
Lohnes to Shriners.  Your support helps maintain our commitment to reaching as many children as 
possible, wherever they may live and offering them our unique, patient-centered, wrap-around care, 
regardless of the familiesô ability to pay.ò   We simply cannot do it without you, Thank you, Stuart 
Sullivan ï Chief Development Officer 
 

Fundraiser News:  

 

Our committee, along with Anne & JoAnn are wrapping up our flannel shirt collection for Stand 
Down Day (9/22/2023).  We are happy to report that we have collected OVER 500 shirts for this 
event!   Again, a huge thank you to all who donated to this fundraiser.  We also received a very large 
donation from 100 Women Who Care-North Central Chapter to help us exceed our goal (see photo 
below).  However, we still have a few weeks left, so if you have not donated a shirt and would like to, 
you may drop-off in the office!  We are thrilled that all veterans attending Stand Down Day on Sep-
tember 22nd will receive a free flannel shirt. We cannot thank our congregation and commu-
nity enough for ALWAYS stepping up to help Missions whenever we ask for anything.  
We look forward to all being there that day to support this event!  Gain, our sincerest thanks to all 
 

 

Thought to Ponder:  You are your best thing.ò ~~Toni Morrison 

 


