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No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here 

 SOMERS CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST      WORSHIPING AND SERVING SINCE 1727                             

599 Main St.  PO Box 295 Somers, CT 06071       (860) 763- 4021 

March 2023 
Volume 295 / #3 

Letter from the Pastor 

“All that is gold does not glitter, not all those who wander are lost; the old that is 

strong does not wither, deep roots are not reached by the frost.” 

J.R.R. Tolkein (1892-1973) 

 

It’s not that easy to get physically lost these days - not compared to the generations before us 

who didn’t have the use of GPS, maps in our phones, paved roads with street signs, and very little 

unexplored territory.  

This thought recently popped into my mind on my morning commute to work. I was think-

ing about our new Wednesday Bible Study (we meet at 10 in Room 201 and All Are Welcome!) on 

Exodus. We are just now at the point where the Israelities are about to leave slavery in Egypt and 

begin to move to the Promised Land of Canaan. 

When Moses set out from Egypt, there were no sidewalks or highways, no AAA to call for 

roadside assistance. Making the journey from Egypt to Canaan meant leaving the familiar and pre-

dictable and entering something unknown, mysterious, dangerous. In the Biblical stories about wil-

derness journeys and in our own life stories, going into the wilderness is something we rarely do of 

our own volition.  

The Hebrew people were fleeing slavery. They had been forced into back-breaking work and 

abuse under Pharaoh. Through Moses, God invites the people to take the courageous step to leave 

the only life they had known and make the journey toward liberation. It wasn’t much of a choice. 

Stay in Egypt and continue to suffer or leave with the hope of something better for themselves and 

the generations to follow. 

We are about to mark the third anniversary of when COVID-19 entered our lives-as a people, 

as a church, as a planet-in a major way. This time has been 

a prolonged wilderness time for all of us in many different 

ways. We have had to change so much about our daily lives 

as we continue to navigate living through a global pandem-

ic. We witnessed (and continue to experience) political un-

rest in this country like none of us have ever seen before. 

Many of us have experienced job loss, the loss of family 



 

Highlights March, 2023 Page 2 

The Somers Congregational UCC YouTube channel is: https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCKyuviPR4Q9DpQ_YhS3h_nA  

 

March 5th Second Sunday in Lent| 

Genesis 3:1-7 

Communion & Deacon’s Fund Sunday 

March 12th Third Sunday in Lent 
Genesis3:8-21 

March 19th Fourth Sunday in Lent 
John 3:11-17 
Because of You Sunday 
One Great Hour of Sharing UCC National Offering 

March 26th Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Luke 13:18-21 

March  2022 Worship Schedule 

members and friends, and other losses we may not fully understand until much later. We did not 

choose to enter this wilderness time, and yet here we are. 

 

As people of faith on a journey through a wilderness time, we find ourselves in good company 

among our ancestors of faith who have also been on wilderness journeys. A common theme we 

see in almost every wilderness experience, is that the journey changes us. God can use 

this time to transform us in ways that may not be possible if we had stayed comfortable in our status 

quo. 

On Ash Wednesday we entered the Season of Lent as a congregation. A time of spiritual dis-

cernment and reflection-40 days (minus Sundays) that is in many ways modeled on the 40 years the 

Israelites spent in the wilderness. So as we journey through the season of Lent this year, let us em-

brace this wilderness time. May we listen deeply with open minds and open hearts to the ways in 

which God might be working to transform us as individuals, as a community, as a nation, and as a 

world. 

 

 God bless, 

 

 Pastor Scott 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKyuviPR4Q9DpQ_YhS3h_nA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKyuviPR4Q9DpQ_YhS3h_nA
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MISSIONS’ CORNER 

As this is being written, there still has not been any substantial snow in Somers.  A good thing for 

some, and maybe not so good for others who love the snow in New England. Perhaps by the time 

you are reading this in early March though, we will know if spring is really coming!  Below is your 

Monthly Mission news: 

Allocations:  

Our February allocations donations included: 

The American Heart Association: Heart disease is the #1 killer worldwide. A donation to AHA 

helps fund lifesaving research, advocate healthier communities, improve patient care and work for 

equitable health for all people. February is heart health month.  

Our unallocated donations for February include: 

Somers Boy Scouts Troop 387 in memory of long-time church member Bill Finley.  Bill passed 

away at the age of 97 in December, and we are happy to make this donation in his name.   

No thank you notes to share at this time 

Fundraiser News:  

Everything Chocolate Bake Sale: Missions will donate 10% of proceeds from this fundraiser 

to Champ’s Place.   

Stand Down Day: Stand Down Day (mid-September 2023).  Missions is teaming with Anne 

Kirkpatrick and Joann Hornyak to make this a successful event for our veterans. We are hop-

ing to collect 500 new flannel shirts between now and September from our church members, 

as well as members and organizations of our community to be distributed to every veteran 

that attends this event. Please be sure to see the Missions article in this edition of 

Highlights for more details about this event and consider donating a flannel shirt for a 

veteran! 

Thought To Ponder: “No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.” — Aesop 

Again, and as always, please reach out to any one of us if you have an organization that you would 

like us to consider donating to. We are open to all of your suggestions.  If you have any questions 

about anything we do on Missions, please feel free to ask.  From all of us on you Missions Commit-

tee, be well and above all else, always be kind. We look forward to continuing the good work that we 

do on behalf of all of our congregation and our community.   

Lisa, Abbie, Jill, Ellen, Bev, Laura   
Your Missions Committee 
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FLANNEL SHIRT COLLECTION PROJECT 

 
The Missions Board is happy to be partnering with JoAnn Hornyak and Anne Kirk-
patrick on their FLANNEL SHIRTS FOR VETERANS project.  We hope to collect 
500 flannel shirts to distribute to Veterans at the Stand Down Day event which is 
held each September.  

Stand Down Day is an annual event that offers assistance to Veterans in many areas 
including benefits and entitlements, information on medical screenings, legal assis-
tance, dental care, recovery services, tax assistance, pet therapy, reviewing driver li-
censes, free haircuts, etc.   It is held at the Connecticut Department of Veteran’s Af-
fairs, 287 West Street, Rocky Hill.   Anne and JoAnn envision our church participat-
ing in the event and hope to distribute a flannel shirt to every veteran who attends.   

 We will collect flannel shirts from now until the event in September.   Preferred siz-
es are M, L, XL and XXL.  Many local stores are currently having good sales on flan-
nel shirts, or, if you have trouble finding them, Amazon is always a good option with 
excellent pricing.  Please consider donating to this worthwhile endeavor.   Shirts can 
be brought to the church office where they will be stored until September.  Please 
contact any Missions Board member or JoAnn Hornyak or Anne Kirkpatrick if you 
have any questions.    

As always, thank you in advance for your continued generosity  
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March 1 Fellowship Meeting (Zoom) 7:00 pm 

March 2 Choir Practice 7:00 pm 

March 5 Music & Arts Committee 10:45 am 

March 6 Caring Committee 5:00 pm 

March 6 Christian Education (Zoom) 7:00 pm 

March 7 Missions Committee (Offsite) 7:00 PM 

March 9 Choir 7:00 pm 

March 12 Daylight Savings Time  

March 12 Finance Meeting 11:00 am 

March 12 Deacon’s Meeting 11:30 am 

March 13 CMC 7:00 pm 

March 16 Choir Practice 7:00 pm 

March 21 Council 6:00 pm 

March 22 Blood Drive 1:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

March 23 Choir Practice 7:00 pm 

March 30 Choir Practice 7:00 pm 

March  Calendar of Church Events  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bible Study – 10am Wednesdays 
Book Club – 7pm Wednesday 
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Somers Congregational Members & Friends, 

 

Believe it or not, the Stewardship Committee has already begun planning for our 2024 pledge drive.  This 

year's theme is “Because Of You, Our Church Changes Lives.”  Beginning in March,  our plan is to have 

a committee or group or individual(s) participate in a “Because Of You” Sunday each month between 

now and next fall.  This will be a way for the entire congregation to learn the ways their pledge changes 

lives. As we take this stewardship journey this year, please consider the many ways you can make a dif-

ference for our church including your time, talents and financial support. 

 

If you are on a committee and would like to participate one month, please contact Kim Kelley, Jim Jewell 

or Pastor Scott.  

 

In Faith, 

Kim Kelley            Jim Jewell 

Kim Kelley           Jim Jewell 

Stewardship Committee  
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Memorial Easter Lilies 
 

It is time to order lilies to beautify our worship space for Easter.  You are invited to specify individuals 
or events that you would like remembered.  Please indicate the number of lilies you wish to purchase 
and note if you are giving them in Honor or Memory of a specific person. Also indicate if you will be 
taking the lily after Easter worship for yourself, delivering it to one of our shut-ins, or leaving it for our 

Caring Committee to deliver. The cost of donating lilies is $7.00 per plant. 
 

DEADLINE for Ordering Lilies is March 20, 2023. 
Please make checks payable to “Somers Congregational UCC” 

 
 

Name of lily Donor as it should appear in bulletin (please print):______________________________________ 
 
 

Given:  ___ In Memory ___ In Honor of__________________________________________________ 
 

Given: ___ In Memory ___ In Honor of__________________________________________________ 
 

Given:___ In Memory ___ In Honor of__________________________________________________ 

 
Total Number of lilies _______ X $7.00 = Total amount enclosed: $_________ 

 

Following worship on Easter: 
 

 ____Please deliver to shut-in or individual on caring list  
____ I will help deliver other plants. Yes ____ No ____  
____ I will take the Easter lily with me after Easter Service.  
 
Your Name: ____________________________ Phone: _____________________Email: ______________________________ 

Sanctuary Flower Schedule 

Please coordinate with Judy Mehl (860-965-5393) or the church office to ar-

range the date you wish to place flowers.  

Flowers on February 19th were given by Carla Smith in loving memory of 

Carl Erickson from his family. 
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Minutes are not official until approved at next Council Meeting. 

 

Council Minutes 

2.21.23 Room 213 

Present:   Pastor Scott, Moderator-Todd Weigel, Vice Moderator-Jeff Roig, Treasurer-sub Sharon Renzoni, 

Finance-Sharon Renzoni, Clerk-Deb Barry, Facilities- sub-Anne Kirkpatrick, CMC-sub Megan Jewell, Mis-

sions-Lisa Zaugg, Deacons-Carla Smith, CE-Kathy Fuller 

 

Guests:   JoAnn Hornyak 

 

1. Opening Prayer (with special focus on welcoming new council members) 6:05 PM 

 

2. Shared time: Anything special you want to share Welcome to new council members, Jeff Roig as Vice 

Moderator, and Megan Jewell for CMC subbing in for Mark Marschall 

 

3. Approval of minutes: January 10th, 2023 (M) Sharon Renzoni (S) Lisa Zaugg. Typing correction: 9d. Min-

ister from the conference,(not minister from the minister). Christmas Bazaar is December 2 (not December 1) 

4. Book Discussion: Beginning in March, Council will be reading a book by David Zahl: Seculosity. Please 

read Introduction and Chapter 1 for next month. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report: Sharon (as Assistant Treasurer, Lisa as Treasurer couldn’t make the meeting tonight). 

January Report sent out as e-mail and first half of endowment income money (the 4%) has been transferred. 

Lisa has taken over the helm and is getting used to paying the bills. The chocolate sale generated $1017 and 

10% will go to Champs.  

 

6. Pastor’s Report: See Pastor report.  

● Office Sharon has begun using Google Docs to share packet information.  

● Thank you for the work of the Annual Meeting and for the work of all of the committees and council. 

● Ash Wednesday Service tomorrow at 6:00 PM loop marks the beginning of Lent. Lenten Book Study 

on Wednesdays and Bible Study on Exodus.  

● Shirley Warner was pleased with the service for George Warner. Malcolm Chadbourne’s Memorial 

Service on Feb 27th at 10:30 AM anticipated to be over 100 people. (Contact Margaret Festi if you can 

help with the reception.)  

● Rev. Graham Van Keuren and the Somersville Congregational Church will host us for Maundy Thurs-

day and we will host the Good Friday Service of Tenebrae at our church.  
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● Small church summit in March has not resulted in much response. We may cancel if no one has com-

mitted in the next 24 hours. Response has been that it is a good idea, but no one has committed to com-

ing.  

● Zoom meeting on “Our Whole Lives (OWL)”  training in the Fall. The program is designed for preK 

through grade 12. It is a set curriculum and set up in Modules and by grade level. If the program is to 

be used, the teachers must be trained. Pastor Scott would be trained for it as we do not have a Youth 

Minister. Conference suggestion that churches share resources once we are trained. Topics include eth-

ics and human sexuality. Program has been around for 20-30 years. It is a fall weekend training. Lay 

people may also attend.    

 

7. Information Items: 

a. Committee Highlights, roundtable- See #10 below. 

b. Moderator (Todd), Treasurer (Lisa), and Assistant Treasurer (Sharon) will all be attending virtual training/

workshop on their respective roles on Saturday the 25th from the UCC. Hopefully, we will get some good in-

formation out of the training.  

 

8. Old Business 

a. Small Church Summit response has been disappointing, but we can’t force others to participate.  

b. By-Laws updates? Do we wish to have any further conversations on the various changes that have been sug-

gested at prior meetings as well as any other items. 

In order not to have two voting members on Council from the same family, Council decided that Lisa will be 

here as Treasurer to give the Treasurer report but would not have a vote on Council. Anne’s thought was that 

the committee would send someone else.  

So on the agenda for Finance for March, they will decide who can come to the meeting to vote on behalf of 

Finance in place of Lisa. Further clarification: Lisa can give the Treasurer report and is most certainly wel-

come to stay as an officer of the church, but her vote will be deferred to the person Finance sends to be the 

Council Representative. So, the business portion of our Council will continue to have two of the ten Council 

votes. Sharon will attend and vote as Chair of Finance.  

c. Updates on Consulting Companies 

i. Todd, Sharon and Scott have met with the following companies, and we will discuss some of what they have 

suggested they can offer us:  

1.Convergence Consulting 

2. The Rock Consulting (dropped out)  

3. Epicenter Consulting  

4. Ministerial Architects 

All three do the same service with slight variations to find ways to grow the church, grow pledges, share info 

within the church. At this point, our church team is checking references on these three consultants. Proposals 

have been received from each of these companies. Todd wants to develop scoring rubric and go through the 

proposals and share with Council. All three companies would be willing to do a live presentation to either the 
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council or the whole congregation. Then a vote would be taken by the congregation as to whether this would 

be something we would fund.  

At the March 21st Council Meeting the church team would recommend which company they want. After that, 

the Council would bring the company to the congregation (Spring Informational Meeting could be a zoom ses-

sion so the company could present the proposal) This gives our church team a month to check references. April 

23rd is the best timing for the Spring Informational Meeting.  

Each company surveys, reports, and coaches us through the process. All have worked with small churches. 

Pastor Scott thinks that an outsider’s opinion is better than insisting that it be someone who thinks exactly like 

we do.  Anne K. stated that her question is, “have they worked with churches like ours….and when checking 

references are we asking for the success rate with these other churches they have worked with.“  

ii. Scott has also been to a presentation on “ADAPT” (which was the SNEUCC program that Anne had looked 

into) and he shared some information on that: This company approach asks: 

Are we a threshold or a legacy congregation? There is a shifting of culture throughout churches in US. as we 

read in our last Council book Canoeing the Mountains.  

There is a Bell curve type graphic that describes the life cycle of a church…we are in the corner where we are 

just ok…legacy is where things are declining or moving into a new way of being. ADAPT is the conference 

answer to the other consultants, but at this time they offer little to no definition of when this will occur or how 

to apply to get into this group. No timing that we can be sure of, whereas the other consultants have a more 

definite timeline. (ADAPT was a part of the Granby church merger but they did not initiate the merger). 

ADAPT will be for up to 6 churches this year and the cost is $5500, and it is a 6-9 month program. One of the 

6 ministers would be assigned to our church. The next step was that Debbie Kirk would come to our Council to 

share the program.  

iii. Discuss “where to go from here” with these consultants. 

 

9. New Business 

a. Set the Spring Informational Meeting date for April 23rd. 

b. Approval of new Deacon Tara Spence. (M) Carla Smith (S) Sharon Renzoni Motion approved.  

c. Restarting of Community Suppers (from Carla and Deb Barry) Carla said that coming from her Fellowship 

Meeting there is an interest in restarting Community Suppers to indicate to the community that we are here, 

open, and ready to get back to serving our community. Carla suggests doing suppers once a month on the sec-

ond Wednesday night from April to September for good weather and light outside. Deacons would host the 

first one in April. Carla would organize the five larger committees to join with the smaller committees. People 

could be invited to stay for Book Club afterwards. Carla would like to fund the first dinner as a gift to the 

church. Anne says there should still be a bag of money left over from the last time we had a community sup-

per. So, at this point, Council asks each chair to go back to their committee to see if they would be willing to 

do this. We will vote on this proposal in March. First meal to be in April if Council approves. Menu would be 

advertised ahead of time for those with special dietary needs. 

d. JoAnne Hornyak proposed a pull-down screen with a projector in front of the storage doors. The wiring is 

already there. The amount of the screen and projector would be $10,000 to $11,000. It would also be a selling 

point for rentals. Motion: The Allen Hornyak fund would generously pay for a screen and projector to be in-

stalled in the Foundation room.  

(M) Lisa Zaugg and (S) Deb Barry  
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Question about Sanctuary Screens? They were part of the plan for the rebuild with a screen on each side of the 

balcony where the speakers are now, but it is unknown whether the wiring is already there for the sanctuary. 

Megan offered that all the wiring schematics are in the broadcasting room on the third floor.  

 

Keys are handled by Facilities with a sign in and sign out process.  

 

Anne Kirkpatrick offered the following suggestions: 

● Ideas for bringing in new members and working together to build fellowship: 

● Tyler Cass has offered to sell Hamburgers and hotdogs during Tag Sale. 

● Anne and JoAnn would sell coffee during Tag Sale. 

● Strawberry shortcake sale-sell only strawberry shortcakes. (2nd Tuesday in June) Maybe eating in 

Room 206. Geissler’s would make the whipped cream for us (with a stabilizer) so it would last. Straw-

berries are purchased wholesale. We are looking for someone to take on this project. 1200 shortcakes 

and 800 sandwiches were sold in the past.  

● Chamber of Commerce-buy a membership for $195.00. We could then advertise to the 250 businesses 

that belong to the chamber and then we could offer our building as a conference center. The Chamber 

has quarterly luncheons and we could speak at one of their luncheons and advertise our facility.  

● Engage with the CMC and use our glossy brochures to advertise our church by following up with our 

guests and visitors to invite them to our own church activity.  

● Set goals for membership. 

 

10.  Committee Reports 

● Deacons: Carla Smith-Ash Wednesday last year was a beautiful service. Looking forward to tomor-

row’s service.     

● Finance: Sharon Renzoni (see above) 

● Christian Education: Vacation Bible School page in the packet includes info on different program 

choices and also checking with other churches so we can share resources.  

○ Silver Lake starts registration on March 1 for summer camp programs. There is a new director 

there.  

● Facilities: sub Anne Kirkpatrick. Convergence bill of $780 was a charge for services that they never 

performed, so we refused to pay, and the bill has been canceled.  

○ Questions about electric supply rate savings could be up to 10 cents cheaper than current rate. 

Anne asked if information could be sent to the committee.  

● Missions: Lisa Zaugg-Anne and JoAnn have a flannel shirt initiative for the Veterans Stand Down Day 

in July. Article in Highlights.  

○ Missions would like a representative from the Veterans to explain the special backpack program 

during church. Pastor Scott suggested April 16th or 23rd after Easter Services are finished.  
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○ Suggestions for Earthquake Mission to Turkey or Syria were discussed. questioned if we can do 

a special offering during church. Pastor Scott suggested a cash donation that could be routed 

through the UCC emergency appeal. We can put UCC Disaster Relief or Turkey or Syria in the 

memo line. Can also text a donation to UCC DISASTER to 41444. Please have your donation 

sent in by March 12th. It can be listed in the bulletin and advertised by the CMC. Finance will 

do an email vote to approve this special offering.  

● Communications & Marketing: Megan Jewell-Megan will be doing website work and graphic design 

which is in her work wheelhouse. Discussion of reducing bulletin size and format. 

○ Pastor Scott was interviewed by the JI about our new open and affirming status, and Megan will 

look for the article.  

○ Facebook posts by Janice get reposted by users. Free advertising. Jeff Roig suggested looking at 

Public TV (CPTV) for more event sharing. The JI is also a free resource on their events page.  

 

12. Minister’s Comments; Joys and Concerns; Closing prayer at 8:08 PM 

 

Deadline for packet Information: 03/15/2023  

 

Send minutes to church office: office@thesomerschurch.org 

 

Next Regular meeting: 03/21/2023 

 Thank You  
 
 Women's Fellowship would like to thank everyone who con-
tributed a food item or assisted with the funeral reception for 
George Warner on Feb. 14th.  We appreciate everyone's will-
ingness to contribute on short notice.  Providing funer-
al receptions at Somers Congregational UCC would not 
be possible without the assistance of members and 
friends of the church. 
 



 

Highlights March, 2023 Page 13 

Our Church Administrative Assistant edits and publishes the 

Church Newsletter, Highlights. 

Please be aware of deadlines and send your articles to                                            

Highlights@thesomerschurch.org 

Somers Congregational  Church 
P.O. Box 295  ∙ Somers, CT 06071 


