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Letter from the Pastor 
 
 

“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

John 13:35 

   
I’m guessing many of you grew up singing or are at least familiar with the hymn They Will Know We 

Are Christians By Our Love. The text was composed by a Catholic priest in the 1960's who was inspired by 
the above text from John. While the tune is familiar, and the lyrics resonate with many even today, there may 
be more to unpack in the song.  

 

One of my favorite seminary professors used to challenge us to always try to explore and explain 
the  jargon we use when talking about faith. She did so because while churches frequently use words like 
“faith, love and compassion,” and all the while never really explain what those words actually mean or look 
like. But the words of Jesus in John go beyond simple rhetoric. 
 

John’s Gospel makes clear that God wants to be in relationship with God’s people and God desires for 
us to be in relationship with our Creator. Part of the challenge of John then becomes determining what you do 
once you know that God is with you. How does God’s presence within lead us in our relationships with each 
other? What does it mean to love one another, as the song says, in a way that reveals Christ? What does it 
mean to have compassion? 

 

For even though we use these words interchangeably, there is a difference between compassion and 
politeness. In a culture where it seems like we are having a hard time being nice to one another, our tendency 

may be to think we just  need to focus on being polite- and on 
some level, I do believe that being polite to your neighbor is a 
good thing to do.  
But politeness doesn’t go far enough. 
 

When we live with compassion as a central value, we can 
move beyond not making waves and possessing good manners. 
Compassion is shown by the grace God gives to all of us. We 
can remember all the places we have been given grace in our 
lives, and that memory Grace can direct how we show com-
passion to one another. 
 

Let’s be honest: churches have a perception problem in our 
culture. We are seen by many as focusing on the wrong things, 
of being too concerned with institutional maintenance and tra-



dition than the Good News of the Gospel. One of the ways that I think we push back against that image is to 
be a place where we lift up compassion above the ways society measures success and worth.  

 

If we believe that people need to “deserve the church” or that their worth is contingent on what they 
can give us or help balance our books, well then we will not  grow into God’s calling for the SCUCC: to be a 
place where we are equipped and sent to tell and live out the Good News of Jesus Christ. To go and tell the 
world of God’s love and grace for everyone…no exceptions. 

 

So yes, they will know we are Christians by our love, when our love is centered in God and not in us. 
Amen. 

 

God bless. 
 

 Pastor Scott 
 

 

August 2022 Worship Schedule 
 

August 7th:   VBS Celebration Sunday  
   Communion and Deacon’s Fund Sunday  
 
August 14th:      Sermon Summer Series:   Stewardship and Generosity 
 

August 21st:    Sermon Summer Series:   Stewardship and Generosity 
 

August 28th:    Sermon Summer Series:   Stewardship and Generosity 

The Somers Congregational UCC YouTube channel is: https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCKyuviPR4Q9DpQ_YhS3h_nA  

It is here!!!!   Vacation Bible 

School has begun.  Please keep 

the kids and leaders in your 

prayers as they come together 

and discover and celebrate God’s greatness. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKyuviPR4Q9DpQ_YhS3h_nA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKyuviPR4Q9DpQ_YhS3h_nA


Did you know that we currently have room rental programs that are open 

to our Congregation? Check these out: 

 

Runs for 8 weeks Monday-Friday, June 27th through Aug. 19th from 8:30-4:00pm or ½ day from 8:30-12:00pm OR 12:30-4:00pm. 

Games, free play, story time, music, arts and crafts, puzzles, dramatic play and so much more. 

 Week 1: Let’s Join the Circus  $200.00/week-Full day $190/week-Full day siblings 

 Week 2: Space Exploration  $100.00/week-Half day  $90.00/week-Half day siblings 

Somers Small Fry Camp (Ages 3-6) 

 

 

Tuesday Nights in the Foundation Room from 6:00-7:00pm  

Kripalu certified instructor w/25 years of experience. Learn to really relax this summer, while strengthening your body and in-

creasing flexibility. All are welcome. Bring a friend! 

 

For additional information contact Dianayoga@gmail.com or text 860-395-8135 

 

 
Wednesday Nights in the Foundation Room from 5:30-6:30pm through August 24th 

A unique total body workout includes stretching, traditional barre moves, a sprinkle of cardio, Pilate inspired core exercises end-

ing with 5 minutes of guided meditation. Motivating playlists and good vibes! 

Register on Eventbrite or call/text Chelsea Lowe 860-716-8816 

Yoga Class (all levels) with Diana Gunther 

Barre Fitness-A Better Self with Chelsea Lowe 

August Calendar of Church Events  
 
 
Aug 1-5  VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL              9:00 am 
Aug 8     CMC                                                       7:00 pm 
Aug 14    Finance Meeting    11:00 am 
Aug 14   Deacon’s Meeting     11:30 am 
Aug 16   Council Meeting    6:00 pm 
 
Bible Study – 10am Wednesdays 
Book Club – 7pm Wednesday 

 

2023 Proposed Budgets Due SEPTEMBER 1st 

mailto:Dianayoga@gmail.com


 

Moderator Minute 

 

Some of you may not know the role of the Pastoral Relations Committee 

(PRC), or may not have a full understanding of the role of this committee.  

This is a special and very important committee for our, or really any UCC 

church.  It is a confidential committee that meets only directly with the 

pastor.  This committee has a number of important functions.   

One important purpose is to make sure the Pastor has a place to discuss concerns or new ideas they 

may have without having to worry about how these thoughts will be received by a wider group.  An-

other role of the committee is that their meetings are a place for the Pastor to hear from extra sets of 

“eyes and ears”, letting him or her know what is going on in the church, to give him or her a “pulse” 

of the church.  These “eyes and ears” are not to let the pastor know about events or meetings that are 

occurring, but rather to assist in gathering the emotional and spiritual state of the church, that the 

Pastor may not always be able to directly see themselves.  One last important function is that the 

members of this committee are available to church members to help navigate issues that they might 

feel comfortable bringing directly to the Pastor or another committee.   

It is very important to realize that the committee is not there to solve anyone’s problems.  Rather 

they can be a go-between to help someone navigate a concern that they have and are not sure where 

to go with or they feel need to be handled confidentially.  

The current members of our Pastoral Relations Committee are: 

Janice Morton 

Mary Ellen Donnell 

Jeff Roig 

Ted Pierro 

For more information, from the UCC directly, about PRC’s, one can read a .pdf document found at 

this link: https://www.ucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/b12.pdf which provides a more de-

tailed description of the roles and responsibilities of this committee. 

Have you changed. . . . .Your email  

 

I have sent some emails recently that 

have been bounced back due to the email 

address being incorrect.   If you are on a 

committee and you haven’t gotten any 

emails in the last 6 weeks from the office, 

I might not have your correct email.  If your email has changed in 

the last year, I might not have your right email, you can send an 

email to the office at Office@TheSomersChurch.org. 

https://www.ucc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/b12.pdf
mailto:office@TheSOmersChurch.org


THANK YOU 

FROM THE MEHL FAMILY 

The Mehl family would like to thank all who participated 

in the Blood Drive in July in honor of Tom.   The Red Cross 

was very pleased as the drive had 49 appointments which 

gave them 39 usable units of blood.   They hope we do this 

again as it was one of the more successful drives in this 

area partly due to the change in the time frame.   Again, 



 
 

Mark your calendars! Our 2nd Annual 

SCC Faith & Family Day at Dunkin’ Do-

nuts Park is on Sunday, August 21st 

2022. The game starts at 

1:05PM, Gates Open at 

11:35AM. The Christian Ed 

Committee has reserved 30 tickets for this event. 

Tickets are discounted to only $13 each! These 

seats are on the First Base Line in the Field Box 

section. So buy your tickets, grab your sunglasses 

& ball caps and join the fun! The Hartford Yard 

Goats (Colorado Rockies) will be playing the New 

Hampshire Fisher Cats (Toronto Blue Jays). 

Please contact Debbi Juzba at 413-297-3271 to 

purchase tickets or to get more information about 

this amazingly fun church family event  

Help make a smile for the first day of school! 
Current times are especially unsettled for chil-
dren; let's start their school year off on a posi-
tive note by providing children in need with 
brand-new backpacks and school supplies! 
 
Our Missions Committee is working with Cove-
nant to Care to assist children with the CT De-
partment of Children and Families. Our social worker has provided us with a list for 
thirty children. Sue Zdebski and your Missions Committee hope to match backpacks 
with the personal interests and/or wishes of each child. It's gratifying to make a do-
nation knowing it's exactly what the child was hoping for. Please contact Sue for de-
tails by calling 860-836-9702 or emailing haircutsue88@cox.net. 

 
We are also in need of the following school supplies: crayons, colored pencils, eras-
ers, glue sticks, washable markers, #2 pencils, pencil holders, college rule paper, one 
inch notebooks, one and three subject spiral notebooks, file folders and small tissue 
packages. 
 
Backpack and school supply donations can be dropped off in our church office. 

Thank you for your generosity and caring in supporting our Missions projects. We 

make a difference in our community! 

mailto:haircutsue88@cox.net


Alter Flowers 
 Do you have a flower garden?   Do you have wildflowers in 

your yard?   Please remember that the flowers for the Alter 

do not need to be fancy.  Wildflowers are just as gorgeous 

on our alter.   You can give your flowers in honor or in 

memory or to celebrate a special day with the congregation, 

you only need to contact Judy Mehl (860-965-5393) or the 

church office to arrange the date you wish to 

place flowers.  

On July 17th we had a Family Fun Ac-

tivity and a Q&A on what it 

means for us to become Open 

and Affirming.   Keep a look-

out for our next activity. 

O&A Craft and Talk 

Champ’s Place 

Did you know that 
Champ’s Place is open 
on  Monday Evening 
from 10 am - Noon and 
from 6 pm - 7 pm.    

This month Champ’s 
Food Pantry is looking 



Our Church Administrative Assistant edits and publishes the 

Church Newsletter, Highlights. 

Please be aware of deadlines and send your articles to                                            

Highlights@thesomerschurch.org 

Somers Congregational  Church 
P.O. Box 295  ∙ Somers, CT 06071 


